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Abstract: The paper based on personal narrative method reflects on the cultural and intercultural encounters

experienced during the mobilities performed at the mentioned university. Teaching and training mobilities

programmes and the cultural experiences of Kütahya were determinant in developing the competences of

understanding based on time vertical and horizontal historical axis as well as the global touches the complexity

and marvel of Kütahya itself.
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Premises

It is a good reminder that one of Erasmus’ career important moment was his travel to England

in order to establish contact with scholars that work on the same topics as he was concerned at

the time. So it is no surprise that the purpose of Erasmus + programme it is to establish and

develop contact between various categories of people concern with education and last but not

the least science. Travel is a test of fire asserts an old oriental adage and so it is as travel

involves not only distance and time but a whole complex of aspects to which testify not only

ancient literature but modern and contemporary one as well. Either on and over sea, land or

air travel is more than overcoming the distance and passing the time from the point of

departure to the point of arrival.
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Not much did I know about this destination when I started the first teaching mobility at this

particular higher education institution in 2015. The data on the internet is rather spurious and

no acquaintance did I have to offer a glimpse into the destination. What it is was amazing

from the start was the prompt communication with the Erasmus and International Office of

the destination and that was more than promising.

Departing form Istanbul by bus after crossing the Bosphorus and leaving the Marmara sea

behind the bus passes through a mountain gouge and than arrives into the middle of an

Anatolian plateau dominated by a small hill from where the towers of the fortress dominate

the landscape below where the city is spread long and wide.

The place, the people and the culture

Arriving in a new place, a new land and among new people it is always exciting and full of

emotion and tension as regarding reception, expectations and accomplishments. Indeed a big

well come was more than a formal formula of greeting and reception. A whole group of new

acquaintances was ready to meet and know me and the established programme was topped

with many other activities and meetings. The complex of destination was far more great to

manage than the spurious information internet provided and still provide and probably the

language barrier is one of the contributing factors to this.

Küthaya is a very rich mixture of people, activities and accomplishments and looking through

a quick glimpse it is not sufficient. Therefore the complex of its culture was the factor which

did not intrigue me but it fascinated and determined to explore it at its utmost. This is

important as to will help others to discover and take the steps into knowing it.
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The ruins of the fortress that dominate the city bear witness to a long history of people starting

with the Phrygians(B.C.), the Greeks, The Romans, The Byzantins, Islamic, Ottoman and

present day Turkish republic. The castle was built in the middle area its first building being

started in the 9th century A.D. by byzantins than the lower part was added by the Ottomans

during the 15th century. The famous traveller and wise man Evliya Celebi describes it as

having 70 houses for soldiers and many amenities such as a mosque, a masjid and a fountain.

Also Evliya Çelebi(1611-1682) remarks it had 73 towers or bastions later being discovered

and attested there were in its glorious period about 83. The castle survived various sieges

such as the attack by Timur Lenk in 1402, and various rebellions in 1511, 1601 and 1660 as

well as the rebellion of Cerkes Ethem in 1921. The archeology museum testifies of the vast

array of population and commercial exchanges the city stood for. The amazon sarcophagus or

the anthropomorphic vessels witnesses the spirit of defense and the agricultural and trade

occupation of the people one special among these being pottery later on becoming an

important trade in itself along the various people and populations and this is pottery and

ceramic.

The city of today is more than these the ceramic industry has became an integral part of the

life of the people an entire link being established either covering the aesthetic and artistic

aspects of pottery and ceramic or addressing the industrial and household aspects from table

sets to tiles and construction materials for domestic and export demands. Among this complex

it was a great joy to see the representance of the Romanian Dacia car manufactory.

Within this context the higher education has developed and the university campus it is a

whole new city in its own rights. It developed gradually in connection with the Dumlupinar

university and it covers fields from technology, education, sports to medical science with

arts as an integral part.
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Iznik and Kütahya are famous for the ceramic art and its artisans although in recent years it

seems that Kütahya has taken the lead. One special moment was when take by the colleague

Fatma Çağlin Akıllıoğlu to meet Mr. Mehmet Gürsoy.

A living UNESCO treasure, his accomplishments start when being a primary school teacher

with a deep passion for arts that raised to the complex wisdom that comprises the secrets of

Ottoman ceramic and colors which now are being made known through his effort and team of

collaborators and experts. His workshop in the city centre is a place where arts is preserved

and in the same time is transmitted to new generations of artists.

Another fascinating moment was the intercultural exchange from may 2025 when during the

international week one could meet people from as far as Kenya with its rich culture and

bewilder personality, Somalia with its recent intense events, Algeria and Morocco and the

participants from Europe: Romania, Republic of Moldavia, and Ukraine, to name only a few.

These has shown us the openings and intercultural relations of present day Turkey and the

preoccupation to have closer the farthest.

This was quite an event beyond the scientific issues that each participant has presented

through the public lectures and where the effort to address young generation of student via

science and technology in the digital age was more than evident the organizers took care to

integrate the cultural aspects and these were another highlights moments no one expected.

From local cuisine to the visit at the Güral Porcelain factory’s fastidious ceramic and

porcelain collection and museum a hidden treasure located in the basement of the presentation

gallery to the stratospferic spiritual atmosphere that surrounds the temple of Zeus from

Aizanoi. The complex of the temple is now under university management and is subject to

further research and integration into a wider cultural circuit.
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Farewell Kütahya?

The closing ceremony was more than a farewell moment but a moment which opens a new

set of reflections on the transience of time of new themes for reflection and why not a

possible future reunion.

Therefore the the word for the traveller and the searcher is: Go Kütahya!
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