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Abstract: Jim Scrivener’s Learning Teaching is a useful tool for teaching training. The textbook contains 

important guidelines for both experienced and less experienced teachers, but especially for those preparing 

for a teacher career. The present paper focuses on both theoretical and practical issues for the students 

preparing for the teaching career as EFL teachers. Nonetheless, there are no perfect methods for helping 

the young novices. Instead, they can learn only “by riding the dragon”. Therefore, I will explore Scrivener’s 

textbook to gain more knowledge on teaching. A Case Study will offer an insight of a sample grammar 

lesson. 
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1. Introduction 

In the season premiere of the show’s final season, lead characters Daenerys Targaryen and 

Jon Snow prepare for a spin on two fire-breathing dragons. 

This being new to him, Jon Snow equivocates with, “I don’t know how to ride a dragon.” 

An experienced Daenerys quips back, “Nobody does until they ride a dragon.” [Matthews: 

2019] 

 

The idea of this article occurred to me while teaching Didactics of EFL to a group of 

language students making use of Jim Scrivener’s book. In his introduction to the third edition 

of Learning Teaching, Jim Scrivener [Scrivener: 2011, 8] states it is a book that can help 

students learn the art of teaching “in more effective ways”. The theorist, then follows, “it is 

not a book about the right way to teach”. The explanation is as simple, there is no scientific 

basis for a pre-established way of teaching languages. What the students can do and 

implicitly we, as teachers, is “to observe” teachers and learners alike during the teaching 

respective learning process. The reason is that there is no “ideal teaching methodology”. 

Therefore, when observing is essential to take notes on everything happening before our 

eyes. Obviously, not to copy, but to have a clearer idea on the possibilities of teaching, 

learning respectively, one can have in the language class. 
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As an EFL teacher, I can teach both language students within the department of future 

teachers training and the students studying for their master’s degree. With the latter, in the 

classes of EFL, we examine original English texts from Forbes magazine. I find studying 

original English texts both interesting and useful, both from the point of view of language 

as well as from the point of view of content. Speaking of language, the theorists in language 

teaching advise using original text because the students can have a sample of genuine 

English [Matt Bury]. Matt points out that meaning is essential for language learning.  

Speaking of content, there are topics like preparing for job interviews, the difference between 

a leader and a manager, how to turnaround a company with the employees you have etc. 

Speaking of the examined original articles, among them there was one What Games 

of Thrones Cane Teach about how Prepared You Are for Your Next Career Role in Forbes, 

which seemed enlightning for those at the beginning of their carierers. On the other hand, 

while skimming for useful information, the sequence Intuition and teaching in Jim Scrivener, 

a particular statement draw my attention “You learn to teach by teaching. You learn to teach 

by doing it” [Scrivener: 2011, 81]. In that moment, my brain began to process and I found a 

similitude between the above statement of Scrivener and the text about riding a dragon. Thus, 

the idea of the present article was born. 

 

2. Case Study. Teaching Grammar. Past Perfect Tense 

The present Case Study offers a way to explore a real-world scenario of teaching 

within the didactics class. The subject-matter is one of the chapters in Jim Scrivener’s 

textbook Learning Teaching, namely Teaching Grammar. 

The group of students are in the second year of English major, Romanian minor 

specialization, preparing to become EFL teachers in the pre-university level. They need all 

the knowledge acquired in studying Scrivener’s manual, they need especially thorough 

knowledge of the following: 

- Chapter 2, Classroom activities. In this chapter, the author compares traditional 

lesson planning focused mainly on a series of activities that a teacher can do with 

modern planning focused on activities the learners do during the language class. In 

this sense, Scrivener designs a route map for both the teacher and the learners. 

- Chapter 3, Classroom management. This chapter focuses on issues regarding the 

management of the group of students and involves seating, gestures and making use 
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of the board. Yet, at a closer look, Scrivener defines management as “creating the 

proper conditions in which learning can take place” [Scrivener: 2011, 54].  

On the other hand, regarding the activities, the theorist refers to setting up the 

activities, giving instructions, monitoring the activities, timing the activities and then 

bringing the activities to an end.  

Regarding seating and groupings, he discusses forming groups, arranging the seating, 

deciding where you as a teacher will stand or sit.  

Finally, rearranging the whole group. 

As for authority, Scrivener thinks it is important for the teacher to gather and hold 

the attention, to decide who does what, to establish or re-establish authority. 

Scrivener also finds there are critical moments during the class among these starting 

the lesson, dealing with unexpected problems, maintaining discipline or finishing the 

lesson. 

Referring to tools and techniques, he mentions board, and other classroom 

equipment; yet gestures to clarify instructions and explanations are of an utmost 

importance. Also, it is important for the teacher to speak clearly and at appropriate 

volume. Use of silence, grading the complexity of language as well as quantity are 

equally important. 

Regarding working with people issue, Scrivener explains that it is important for the 

teacher to spread her/ his attention evenly and appropriately, to use intuition as a 

gauge for the students’ feeling, eliciting honest feedback and listen to the students 

are also important. 

Scrivener elicits an encouraging message: “there is no perfect lesson, no single 

correct answer, no single route to it.” [Scrivener: 2011, 55]. 

Let alone “You learn to teach by teaching. You learn to teach by doing it.” (Scrivener: 

2011, 81), which is in line with the title of our article. 

- Chapter 4, Who are the learners invites us to know our learners, because groups “do 

have characters and moods” [Scrivener: 2011, 83]. At this point it is important to 

emphasize that for Scrivener learner training resides in “training student’s awareness 

about how they are learning and, as a result, helping them to find more effective ways 

of working, so they can continue working efficiently and usefully, even when away 

from their teacher and classroom” [Scrivener: 2011, 97]. Somewhere in the textbook, 
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the same author explains that the students are not empty receptacles waiting for the 

teachers to fill them. I tell my students that their brains are not going to be filled on 

one side with math knowledge and in the other with language knowledge. It is up to 

them to do this by continuously doing research and read and learn from all possible 

situations. 

In the sense, Scrivener suggests three ideas. The first idea refers to include study-

skills like, for example, looking up information in the dictionary. The second idea is 

to ‘let them into the secret’, specifically to inform the students before the lesson, what 

it is going to happen. As an example, he refers to a lesson of listening skills, when 

the teacher asks questions regarding the objective of the lesson as well as the 

necessity of understanding each word. The third idea is discussing the ‘learning on 

this course’ with the aim to recall what they did and reflect on it. This will help 

clarifying what was happening.  

- Chapter 6, Planning lessons and contents advances the idea that “thinking about the 

aims of the lesson you are about to teach is a fundamental skill for a teacher and one 

which impacts on the choices you make as the lesson progresses” (Scrivener: 2011, 

123). Most importantly, “prepare thoroughly, but in class teach the students not the 

plan” [ibidem]. The explanation is simple: one cannot be prepared for all the 

situations that may appear.  

- Chapter 7, Teaching grammar explores the possibilities for one to learn grammar. 

Scrivener suggests that present and practice method is the most effective. The teacher 

introduces the language point, clarifies the content then has the students’ practice. 

The sequence of activities is as it follows  

- Clarification/ explanation > restricted output > restricted output > authentic 

output 

In translation, the teacher shows pictures related to the topic, the teacher gives more 

examples on them, the students work on oral examples, the students do written 

exercises, the students can use the grammar issue together with other structures in 

communicative activities. Interestingly, Scrivener speaks of teachers who believe 

presentation of the topic is the most important part. But he himself puts it that practice 

is the most important of all. 
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 Speaking of practice, as a topic for the case study, I have chosen teaching 

grammar for a sample lesson during the seminar of Didactics. The subject matter is 

Past Perfect Tense. Consequently, the teacher proceeds in introducing the topic and 

clarifying the content. In teaching grammar, Scrivener emphasises two types of 

output: restricted and authentic. For the restricted output I have chosen a video, while 

for the authentic one, we may use articles in English, where the students can 

recognize the tense in question. 

 As a starting point, I asked the students if they think grammar useful for 

learning language. They answered affirmatively. Nonetheless, they emphasized that 

knowing grammar without learning lexis is somehow useless. If you know words in 

that language, you can ask for directions in a foreign country. It is worth emphasizing 

that Scrivener believes ‘Whether any of these can be termed “grammar lessons” is 

arguable; they are more “general language classes”’. [Scrivener: 2011, 184]. 

  

Stage Procedure 

(What the 

teacher will do) 

Task 

(What the 

students 

will do) 

Interactions  Aims  Time  

1 Play a funny 

video in which 

the characters 

use past perfect 

tense. 

The lesson 

combines 

grammar slide, a 

video source and 

interactive 

exercises [4]. 

  

Watch and 

listen to the 

video and 

try to have 

a clue on 

the uses of 

past perfect 

tense in 

comparison 

with past 

tense. 

Write down 

the 

T&S Learners will 

be able to 

recognize past 

perfect tense. 

3’11’’ 
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sentences 

in the 

video. 

2 Use hand-outs 

with the 

sentences in the 

video. There are 

sentences where 

the auxiliary or 

verb misses. 

The 

students fill 

the missing 

words. 

T&S Learners will 

be able to 

identify the 

auxiliary used 

in forming the 

tense and the 

past participle 

of main verbs. 

10’ 

3 Play the video 

once again. Ask 

the students to 

review the 

grammar focus. 

Watch and 

listen to the 

video to 

review the 

grammar 

focus. 

T&S Learners will 

be able to 

master the form 

of the past 

perfect in 

affirmative, 

question and 

negative. 

 

4 Ask the students 

to group in pairs 

and make 

sentences of 

using past 

perfect. 

Write 

sentences 

in pairs. 

S&S  Learners will 

be able to use 

the past perfect 

in sentences by 

communicating 

with his/ her 

colleague.  

15’ 

5 Ask the students 

to write 

sentences, this 

time 

individually. 

Write 

sentences 

S Learners will 

be able to make 

sentences in 

past perfect. 

15’ 
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6 Ask the students 

to read their 

sentences. While 

one student is 

reading, the 

colleagues will 

agree or 

disagree. 

Read the 

sentences. 

Correct the 

sentences. 

T&S Learners will 

be able to 

practise the 

grammar focus.  

10’ 

 

 

 

3. Conclusions 

- Nobody knows how to teach English, until they teach English. The previous sentence 

is a paraphrase of the quotation in the introduction. Nonetheless, it is worth quoting 

Scrivener himself “You learn to teach by teaching. You learn to teach by doing it.” 

[Scrivener: 2011, 81]. 

- There is no “ideal teaching methodology”. 

- What the students can do and implicitly we, as teachers, is “to observe” teachers and 

learners alike during the teaching respective learning process. 

- Studying real-world texts and situations are essential for language learning. 
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