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ABSTRACT:

After the 1989 revolution, the Romanian society as a whole began a process of transition
from a communist, totalitarian to a democratic system. This transition process has targeted all
areas and the educational system has undergone profound transformations.

Although more than 30 years have passed since the revolution, and the specific
regulations have undergone hundreds of changes, in this sense the last Law on National
Education of 2011 has, so far, 86 changes, the transition process has not ended.

Debates on the reform of the educational system are resumed cyclically, in close
connection with the change in executive power. It seems that every time the executive power
changes, the system undergoes a reset because, most of the time, without assessing the impact of
previous reforms, each new Government comes with its own vision and what happened until then
is not good just because it was realized by political rivals.

In this process of transformation, education professionals are rarely consulted, and
reforms initiated by most of the post-December Governments rarely have the expected effect.

Based on these findings, in this study we will analyze how the political factor interferes
with the field of education and in to what measure the “political decay”' affects it. To carry out
these analyses, we use the study of documents related to the sphere of politics and actors involved

in this sphere, both physical and electronic.
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INTRODUCTION
Over the past 30 years, the educational system, like the whole society, began a process of

change, called, most of the time, transition. But what did this transition mean and what were the
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changes that should have led to the modernization and democratization of all social spheres? Has
the educational system managed to adapt, at least partially, to the needs of society, and does it
manage to ensure a process of training at high quality standards? Is everyone's access to
education easy by virtue of the principle of social solidarity? Do members of society in the
poorest classes manage to benefit from education? Was it successful to ensure a professional
management, without political interference, of educational institutions? How does the instability
generated by the frequent legislative changes in education influence the educational process?

These are just a few questions that should be asked in any process of analyzing the
evolution of the education system in Romania and to which we will try to give some answers
based on the available data, without pretending that our approach will provide solutions to
problems such profound but only to provide a personal perspective on the future evolution of the
educational system in Romania.

In carrying out the analysis, we will take into account, in particular, the influence of the
political factor on the evolution of the educational system, the theoretical concepts that will
underpin the approach being “political decay” and “partidocracy” and the data sources used will
be documents related to the political sphere and actors involved in it, both in physical and

electronic format.

DEFINING ELEMENTS OF THE REFORM OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN
POST-DECEMBER ROMANIA
As described by Samuel P. Huntington in his work, in which he defines “political decay”?,
as chaos and disorder occur more frequently in the processes of social modernization than
institutional modernization, but what are the main changes characterizing the Romanian
educational system, which of them determined chaos and which modernization?
Analyzing the changes that have occurred in the last 30 years in the educational system in
Romania, we can see the following:
1) An important aspect of the reform process is the legislative component.
Thus, the law of education has undergone more than 100 changes until 2010° and 84 since the

appearance of the Law on National Education in 2011 until now. This continuous change in the
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rules specific to an area so important to society could only cause chaos in such an important area.
And after 30 years there is still talk of generations of sacrifice, the legislator has fail, until now,
although since 2018 there is a country project patronized by the President of Romania entitled
“Educated Romania™, to transpose into legislation the main pillars of the architecture of the
system Romanian educational. According to the proposal in that act, they could be:

a) Personalization and quality assurance of the educational process for all students.

b) Flexibility of the education system.

c) Adaptability of the system to external changes and trends of the future.

Throughout this process of continuous revision of specific regulations, the legislator
represented by the elected political power is responsible for the lack of vision and, often, we hear
speeches like everything that has been done so far by political opponents is not good, every party
at power wishing to make its mark on this area, often without listening to the informed opinion of
education professionals.

2) Another element of education reform was the decentralization of the decision.

In this sphere, the regulations in the pre-university and university fields have transferred the
responsibility of organizing the educational process to the local communities and the university
community, in the case of higher education, but important decisions regarding the adaptation of
the offer to specific requirements determined by the evolution of society and the nomination of
directors of educational units remained centralized, county inspectorate and government agencies
having specific duties in this field.

And here, often, we encounter interference of political power in the decision-making process, a
phenomenon called partidocracy, which is defined as the dominance of political parties over
social life’, although it is notorious that no competitions have been organized for years to fill the
positions of directors, so that the county inspectorates led by people who sympathize with the
governing political parties, can nominate, in these positions, people who usually have the same
political affinities.

Another important aspect in the decision-making process is the adaptation of the educational
offer to the social economic realities and to the demand and supply of the labor market. This
element of the educational reform was not managed well either, as, driven more by

considerations related to securing the teaching staff, educational institution developed similar
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educational offers, creating competition between them to attract students that are fewer and
fewer. This aspect also caused a loss of the specifics of each educational institution with an
impact on the decrease in the quality of the educational act. We cannot assess the influence of the
political factor on this element, which is more an inaction in the application of the law, which
clearly lays down the criteria which should determine those decisions. And the university
environment has been affected to the same extent by this phenomenon, renowned universities
setting up specializations for which they have no tradition and trained staff.

3) Ensuring the financing of educational institution was a major element of the reform of
the education system.
The Romanian educational system adopted the budgeting system per student, for the pre-
university education units the local authorities financed the provision of the material base and for
higher institutions there is the possibility of self-financing under the conditions of the university
autonomy. Although it seems to be a fair and equitable system for all the institutions involved, it
has a major limit, given the reduction in the number of students, leaving the system by the
students is a danger to the educational institution, because it cannot secure its funding. We
encounter cases of educational institution where the number of students is so small that leaving a
small number of them would lead to the abolition of those classes. These realities implicitly cause
a decrease in the quality of the educational act, the teachers' requirements cannot be very high
under the given conditions.
Here, too, the political factor is responsible for the non-application of the law and the lack of
long-term vision. In this area there is a need for political will to profound reform of the education
system and adapt it to the current social economic realities.

4) An issue as important as those mentioned above is ensuring equal access to education
for all members of society.
Although education is free and compulsory for all members of society, in reality things are
different. Thus, we can find that, especially in rural areas, school dropout is a common
phenomenon, so in 8 years of school, almost a quarter of a generation is lost in rural areas®, a
worrying phenomenon that makes us wonder what its causes are. Although the causes can be
multiple, from psychological elements related to disadaptation to causes related to the material

state of families, it is often determined by family causes such as low-educated parents who do not
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attach importance to the educational act, material difficulties determined by the socio-economic
state of the family especially in the pandemic situation when access to school involves access to
technology and the Internet, families with parents abroad, disorganized families, etc., the is fact
that policies in this area do not have the expected effect.

With regard to higher education, the socio-economic situation of the family represents for high
school graduates a determining factor in the choice of the professional route, the costs of
providing the material base and accommodation or of the shuttle to the locality where it is located
educational institution often being beyond the possibilities of many families. Nor in this area

there is a coherent vision which will lead, over time, to a segregation of social classes.

CONCLUSIONS
We note that the transition to a high-performance education system, adapted to social and
economic realities in Romania has not yet ended, being needed, first of all, by consensus, from all
actors involved in this field, teachers, politicians, representatives of local communities, etc.,
which would lead to the adoption of a set of regulations that would put in the forefront the
beneficiaries of the educational act (students) and the professionals to implement these policies.
The educational system is not adapted to the needs of society, its quality decreasing from
generation to generation, the pandemic of the last period confirming the fears that the Romanian
education system is not ready to cope with the current technological revolution. In order to be
able to respond to these challenges, we need coherent policies focusing on improving the quality
of the educational act by providing adequate tools both in terms of curricula and teaching staff
training in the use of new technologies.
Although it is based on the principle of social solidarity, and social class members are stimulated
even materially through the scholarship system to participate in the educational act, lack of
education and poverty, sometimes extreme, have caused a worrying phenomenon of dropout. To
combat this phenomenon, we need social policies focused on ensuring an inclusive social
environment in which local communities support the participation of all community members in
education.
According to the law of education, educational institutions should be led by persons based on
meritocracy, but political interference in the nomination of managers of educational institutions

led to their politicization to the detriment of education professionals. In order to ensure this, a



consensus of all interested parties would be required to establish the conditions for occupying

these positions and to ensure the impartiality of the examination boards.
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