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Abstract:

The partnership between school and family is an essential pillar in the child's education, laying the
foundations for a close collaboration between the two environments in which he develops and learns. The
relationship between educators and parents has a direct impact on children's academic, social and emotional
performance, contributing to the formation of responsible and well-integrated adults in society. At its core,
this partnership is a complex process that requires active involvement, dialogue, and a shared vision of
educational goals.
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The family occupies a central place in the educational process of children, having a
profound and lasting impact on their cognitive, emotional and social development. Within the
family, children form their first beliefs, learn behaviours and develop essential skills for adult
life. Parents and other family members are critical for shaping children's attitudes and values,
providing a stable and supportive framework for exploring and understanding the world.
Through daily interactions, parents not only impart knowledge but also shape ways of thinking
and problem-solving, which is crucial for children's social adjustment and academic success.
This educational function of the family is recognized and valued in various cultural and
educational contexts, representing a basic pillar in the formation of the younger generations.
Thus, the detailed exploration of this role is fundamental to understanding the mechanisms by

which education within the family contributes to integral human formation and development.

In contemporary society, education is one of the most important factors in the
development of each individual, and in order to ensure a successful educational path, it is
essential that the partnership between school and family is a solid and effective one. In Romania
in 2024, this partnership faces new challenges, but also innovative opportunities, brought by

digitalization, legislative changes and the cultural transformations of society.
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The importance of the school-family partnership

An effective partnership between school and family is essential to support children's
academic and personal development. In this process, the school provides the formal framework
for learning, while the family is the primary environment of emotional and social support.
Without an active collaboration between these two institutions, the student may be deprived of

coherence in education and the necessary support in the face of school challenges.

Studies show that parental involvement in their children's education has a significant
impact on school outcomes. Students who benefit from family support perform better, are more
motivated and have a better social adaptation. At the same time, the school needs the
collaboration of parents to better understand the individual needs of children and provide them

with an appropriate educational framework.*

One of the most direct effects of parental involvement is improved academic
performance. Children whose parents are engaged in their education generally achieve higher
grades, score better on standardized tests, and are more likely to complete homework on time.
This is because parents who are involved provide encouragement, help with schoolwork, and
create a structured learning environment at home. Additionally, when parents communicate
regularly with teachers and are aware of their child's progress, they can identify potential issues

early and work collaboratively with the school to address them.

A key element of this dynamic is parental expectations. When parents set high but
realistic expectations for their children’s academic success, children are more likely to develop
a sense of responsibility and a desire to meet those expectations. Studies have shown that
students whose parents expect them to succeed are more likely to strive for higher achievement

and believe in their capabilities.

Ylonescu, Maria, Rolul pdrintilor in educatia copiilor: Perspective contemporane, Editura Universitard, Bucuresti,
2022
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Parental involvement also has a profound effect on a child's motivation. When parents
take an interest in their children's education, it sends a clear message that learning is important
and valued. This external validation boosts a child's intrinsic motivation, making them more

likely to engage actively in the learning process.

Children who feel supported by their parents tend to be more persistent in facing
academic challenges. They are more motivated to attend school regularly, participate in class,
and engage in extracurricular activities, which are all critical for overall development.
Furthermore, parents can foster a growth mindset by encouraging their children to see
challenges as opportunities to learn, rather than as obstacles, thus enhancing their resilience and

long-term academic success.
Current situation in Romania

In 2024, Romania is in a moment of transition and modernization, including in the
education system. Although there are sustained efforts to improve the relationship between
school and family, this partnership still faces various challenges. There is still a distance

between the two parties, often due to a sense of mistrust or a lack of effective communication.

On the one hand, some parents perceive the school as exclusively responsible for their
children's education, and their role is minimized. On the other hand, some teachers have
difficulties in collaborating with parents, either due to lack of resources and time, or due to
outdated conceptions about the role of parents in education. However, there are also positive
examples of effective collaboration, where schools have developed strategies to involve
families, such as regular meetings with parents, educational workshops and online

communication platforms that allow monitoring student progress in real-time.
Digitalisation and the impact on the partnership

An important aspect of 2024 is the acceleration of digitalization in all areas, including
education. Technology plays a crucial role in facilitating communication between school and
family, reducing distances and creating new channels of interaction. Online educational

platforms, such as Google Classroom, Viva, Adservio or school messaging platforms, allow
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parents to be permanently connected to their children's school activity, giving them access to

schedules, grades and feedback from teachers.

Digitalization, however, does not come without challenges. In some regions of Romania,
access to the internet or technological devices is limited, thus creating discrepancies between
urban and rural schools. Also, using these platforms can become a burden for parents who are

not familiar with technology.

Parental involvement helps bridge the gap between home and school, creating a more
cohesive learning experience for the child. Schools that actively engage parents in decision-
making processes, such as through parent-teacher associations or school boards, often see
improved school climates and better student outcomes. The relationship between parents and
teachers becomes a partnership, where both work together to support the child's growth, making

the learning experience more holistic and tailored to individual needs.

Digital tools have made this partnership more accessible in recent years, particularly in
2024, where technology facilitates communication through platforms like school portals, email,
and video conferencing. These tools help parents stay informed about their children's progress

and actively participate in their education, even when physical presence is challenging.
Legislative changes and recent initiatives

Every year, Romanian authorities introduce new legislative initiatives aimed at
strengthening the school-family partnership. These include projects aimed at the active
involvement of parents on school boards, as well as continuing education initiatives for parents

to help them adapt to new educational and technological requirements.

It also encourages the development of parental education programs, where parents can
learn effective strategies to support their children's education at home, thus contributing to

reducing school dropout and improving the parent-child relationship.?

2 Ministerul Educatiei si Cercetarii, Strategia Nationald pentru Educatie Parentald, Bucuresti, 2023
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Challenges and opportunities

The partnership between school and family in Romania in 2024 is not without
challenges. Further, the education system faces structural difficulties, such as a lack of financial
resources and a stable legislative framework, which can affect the relationship between parents
and school. In addition, outdated mentalities and cultural differences between rural and urban

areas can be obstacles to effective collaboration.

On the other hand, there are also considerable opportunities. Digitalisation can bring
new dynamism to the relationship between school and family, and educational reforms provide
the necessary framework for a better integration of parents into school life. Community
initiatives and NGOs promoting parenting education can also play a key role in facilitating this

partnership.

At the same time, the partnership should not be limited to communication, but should
also include the active participation of parents in the life of the school. Volunteering at school
events, helping to organize field trips or collaborating in extracurricular projects are concrete
ways for parents to support educational activity. This participation not only strengthens the bond
between family and school, but also creates a more attractive and dynamic educational

environment for children.

The partnership between school and family is an essential component of students'
educational success. While this partnership faces many challenges, both structurally and
culturally, there is considerable potential for improvement. Through closer collaboration,
supported by digitalization and supported by legislative and community initiatives, the
relationship between school and family can become a central pillar of quality education, adapted

to the needs and requirements of modern society.
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